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POLLUTANT (MPOUNDS PER DAY)

CONSTRUCTION YEAR

SO0x
SCAQMD Significance Thresholds | 75 150 100 150 55 550
Exceed SCAQMD Thresholds? | No No | No No | No No

Source: Dewberry, 2024

Air quality impacts related to construction would be temporary, lasting approximately 24
months, and would cease upon construction completion. The following BMPs would be
implemented to further minimize construction emissions.

«  Water all exposed surfaces two times daily. Exposed surfaces include, but are
not limited to soil piles, graded areas, unpaved parking areas, staging areas, and
access roads.

« Cover or maintain at least two feet of free board space on haul trucks
transporting soil, sand, or other loose material on the site. Any haul trucks that
would be traveling along freeways or major roadways should be covered.

« Use wet power vacuum street sweepers to remove any visible trackout mud or
dirt onto adjacent public roads at least once a day. Use of dry power sweeper is
prohibited.

+ Limit vehicle speeds on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour (mph).

« All roadways, driveways, sidewalks, parking lots to be paved should be
completed as soon as possible. In addition, building pads should be laid as soon
as possible after grading unless seeding or soil binders are used.

« Minimize idling time either by shutting equipment off when not in use or reducing
the time of idling to 5 minutes [California Code of Regulations, Title 13, sections
2449(d)(3) and 2485]. Provide clear signage that posts this requirement for
workers at the entrances to the site.

» Provide current certificate (s) of compliance for CARB'’s In-Use Off-Road Diesel-
Fueled Fleets Regulation [California Code of Regulations, Title 13, sections 2449
and 2449.1].

= Maintain all construction equipment in proper working condition according to
manufacturer’s specifications. The equipment must be checked by a certified
mechanic and determine to be running in proper condition before it is operated.

+  The proposed project shall comply with the following SCAQMD Rules (as
applicable): Rule 403 — Fugitive Dust: Rule 1166 Volatile Organic Compound
Emissions from Decontamination of Soil; Rule 1466 — Control of Particulate
Emissions from Soils with Toxic Air Contaminants; Rule 201 — Permit to
Construct: Rule 203 — Permit to Operate: Rule 401 — Visible Emissions: Rule 402
— Nuisance: Rule 1110.2 — Emissions from Gaseous- and Liquid Fueled Engines:
Rule 1113 — Architectural Coatings; Regulation Xl — New Source Review; Rule
1401 — New Source Review of Toxic Air Contaminants: and, Rule 1470 —
Requirements for Stationary Diesel-Fueled Internal Combustion and Other

Compression Ignition Engines.
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Once improvements are in place, the proposed project would operate similar to existing
conditions. A new 240 KW emergency generator (stationary source) would replace the
existing 20-year-old inefficient emergency generator and would operate only under
emergency power outages or during short monthly testing. The new generator would
operate more efficiently than the old 20-year-old generator. would be designed to meet
(or exceed) air gquality emissions standards, and would only operate an average of 50
hours per vear. For these reasons, operation of the improvements associated with the
proposed project would not generate air quality emissions that would exceed current
emissions generated by the WWTP. Operational impacts would be less than significant.

With implementation of the above referenced BMPs, the proposed project would not
result in Appendix C a cumulatively considerable net increase of criteria pollutants
during construction. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation
measures are required.

c) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial
pollutant concentrations?

Sensitive receptors in the proposed project vicinity include facilities associated with the
Idyllwild Arts Amphitheater, located approximately 230 feet from the site. Sensitive
receptors would be exposed to temporary construction emissions. As discussed above,
under Impact Discussion b, the proposed project would not exceed the Seuth-Geast
SCAQMD thresholds for emissions during construction (refer to Table 4.1.2-1). The
sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the project site would experience a brief exposure
period, of no more than 24 months. Project construction would not exceed the two-year
exposure assumed for health risk analysis for small construction projects and the three-
year exposure period assumed for PM1oand CO hotspot analysis (Caltrans, 2022). In
addition, the proposed project would implement BMPs, as described in Impact
Discussion b, during construction of the proposed project, thus lowering exposure of
sensitive receptors to pollutants. Therefore, with construction emissions less than
SCAQMD thresholds and the implementation of construction BMPs, impacts from
construction activities would be less than significant. No mitigation measures are
required.

Sensitive receptors would not experience a permanent increase in air pollutant
emissions as a result of project operation because the new facility is not an expansion
of capacity. Operations would be similar to existing conditions and would not result in
new sources of emissions of criteria pollutants over time, including PM2.5, PM+o, and
ozone. The new emergency generator (stationary source) would operate more

efficiently and generate less air quality emissions than the 20-year-old emergency
generator existing on the project site. The proposed project would not exceed air quality
emissions thresholds during operation; therefore, impacts to sensitive receptors would

be less than significant. No mitigation measures are required.
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d) Would the project result in other emissions (such as those
leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of
people?

The proposed project would not create any long-term air quality emissions or odors
beyond what is being generated under existing conditions. Operations would be similar
to existing conditions upon construction completion.

Project-related odor emissions would be predominately limited to the construction
period. Odors would be generated from vehicles and/or equipment exhaust emissions
during construction and may be unpleasant in the immediate areas. Such odors would
be temporary and would cease at the end of each workday and would rapidly dissipate.

Overall, implementation of the proposed project would not generate other emissions,
such as odors, that would adversely affect a substantial number of people during
construction and operation. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation
measures are required.

4.1.3 References

California Air Resources Control Board (CARB). 2016. Ambient Air Quality Standards.
Online: https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/ambient-air-quality-
standards-0. Accessed: July 5, 2023.

California Air Resources Control Board (CARB). 2022. Maps of State and Federal Area
Designations. Online: https://ww?2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/maps-state-
and-federal-area-designations. Accessed: November 16, 2023.

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 2022. SER Vol 1 Chapter 11 Air
Quality. Online: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/environmental-analysis/standard-
environmental-reference-ser/volume-1-quidance-for-compliance/ch-11-air-quality.
Accessed: January 8, 2024.

California Emissions Estimator Model, California Air Pollution Control Officers
Association. Online: hitps://caleemod.com/. Accessed: January 22, 2024.
Appendix B.

United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). 2023. National Ambient Air
Quality Standards Table (NAAQS). Online: https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-
pollutants/naags-table. Accessed: July 5, 2023.
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4.2 Biological Resources

Would the project:
Issues Determination
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or Less Than Significant
through habitat modifications, on any species identified with Mitigation
as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in Incorporated

local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, or NOAA Fisheries?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat | No Impact
or other sensitive natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally No Impact
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native No Impact
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors,
or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting No Impact
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy
or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat No Impact
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

An evaluation of biological resources was conducted to determine whether any special-
status species or sensitive habitat occurs within the proposed project area, totaling
approximate 1.7 acres. The evaluation consisted of a background research (i.e.,
literature search, database queries) and a field survey. Prior to conducting the field
survey, the following background research was conducted:

o Review of the USGS 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle for Idyllwild, CA (USGS
2023);

s Review of color aerial photography for vegetative, topographic, and hydrologic
signatures;

o Review of the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) Rarefind 5 online
program (2023);

@ Dewberry Biological Resources 23



Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

e Review of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Inventory of Rare and
Endangered Plants (online edition online edition, v9.5) (2023);

A field survey was conducted within the proposed project area on December 15, 2023,
by Dewberry biologist Jeff Bray to determine the habitats present and to assess
potential impacts from the proposed project.

4.2.1 Setting

Topography in the proposed project area is generally flat within the limits of the WWTP
and slopes moderately to the west in the rest of the proposed project area. The
elevation in the proposed project area ranges from approximately 5,030 to 5,070 feet
above mean sea level. The topography in surrounding areas is characterized by steep,
mountainous terrain.

4.2.1.1 Vegetation Communities and Land Uses

Vegetation communities in the review area were classified in accordance with a Manual
of California Vegetation Online version (2023), as appropriate. The proposed project
area includes substantial developed area, consisting of the WWTP and the paved
access road. Vegetation communities are dominated by Jeffrey pine forest and
woodland alliance; a small area of California rose briar patch is associated with an
intermittent stream.

Vegetation communities and land uses area shown on Figure 4.2-1 and summarized in
Table 4.2.1-1.

Table 4.2.1-1: Vegetation Communities and Land Uses in the Project Area
VEGETATION COMMUNITY / LAND USES ACRES

Jeffrey Pine Forest and Woodland 0.816
California rose briar patch - 0.074
Riverine — Intermittent Stream 7 o 0.007
Developed - B | 0.835
TOTAL - I ] 1.732

Source: Dewberry, 2023.
4.2.1.1.1 Jeffrey Pine Forest and Woodland

The Jeffrey pine forest and woodland alliance is characterized by Jeffrey pine (Pinus
Jeffreyi) as the dominant or codominant tree species with white fir (Abies concolor),
incense cedar (Calocedrus decurrens), black oak (Quercus kelloggi), and interior live
oak (Q. wislizenii), and Sierra juniper (Juniperus grandes), among other tree species.
The canopy is generally of variable density, the shrub layer is sparse to intermittent, and
the herbaceous layer is variable (often grass). This alliance occurs on raised stream
benches, all slopes and aspects, ridges, and plateaus. Soils are commonly infertile and
shallow. In the proposed project area, this alliance occurs all around the WWTP, except

@ Dewbe:rry’ Biological Resources 24



Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

along the intermittent drainage. Jeffrey pine is the dominant trees species; incense
cedar, black oak, and interior live oak also occur intermittently. The understory is open
to sparse, consisting of saplings of the tree species, mazanita (Arctostaphylus sp.),
coffeeberry (Frangula californica), and Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus). The
herbaceous layer consists of predominantly grasses.

4.2.1.1.2 California Rose Briar Patch

The California rose briar patch alliance is characterized by California rose (Rosa
californica) as is dominant or co-dominant in the shrub canopy with associated species
including, but not limited to, California sage (Artemisia californica), coyote brush
(Baccharis pilularis), arroyo willow (Salix lasiolepis), and snowberry (Symphoricarpos
mollis). This alliance occurs in creek bottoms, stream terraces, and bordering sloughs
and channels. Soils typically are mixed alluvium. In the proposed project area, this
alliance is located along the intermittent stream (see Section 4.2.1.1.3) and is
dominated by California rose; other species present include soft rush (Juncus effusus)
Himalayan blackberry, and two arroyo willows.

4.2.1.1.3 Riverine — Intermittent Stream

An intermittent stream flows east to west along the north/northwest boundary of the
proposed project area. The intermittent stream is a first degree tributary to Strawberry
Creek, which flows into Dry Creek and then into the South Fork San Jacinto River. The
active channel averages 1-2 feet wide, with a loamy sand substrate, and was not
flowing during the December 15, 2023 site visit.

4.2.1.1.4 Developed

Developed areas include the existing WWTP facility (buildings, equipment, etc.) and the
paved access road.

4.2.1.2 Special-Status Wildlife Species

Review of the CNDDB (2023) identified 13 special-status wildlife species in the Idyllwild
quadrangle that could potentially occur in the proposed project area. Based on review of
the habitat requirements for these species and the findings from the field survey, it was
determined that the vegetation communities in the proposed project area do not provide
suitable habitat for these special-status wildlife species, and they are not expected to
occur.

The vegetation communities in the proposed project area could support nesting birds.
Various bird species could utilize the Jeffrey pine forest and woodland and potentially
the California rose briar patch communities as nesting habitat. The typical nesting
season extends from February 1 to August 31.
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4.2.1.3 Special-Status Plant Species

Review of the CNPS (2023) and CNDDB (2023) identified 36 special-status plant
species in the Idyllwild quadrangle that could potentially occur in the proposed project
area (see Appendix C). Based on review of the habitat requirements for these species
and the findings from the field survey, it was determined that 23 of the 36 plant species
identified could potentially occur in the Jeffrey pine forest and woodland community in
the proposed project area; none of these species are formally listed under California
Endangered Species Act (CESA) or Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA). The
CNDDB does not contain records for any of these species in the proposed project area,
but based on the presence of suitable habitat, these species could potentially occur.

4.2.1.4 Aquatic Resources

Aquatic resources in the proposed project area are limited to the intermittent stream and
associated vegetation, including some areas vegetated with soft rush that appear to be
wetlands. The intermittent drainage would likely be regulated by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW).

4.2.1.5 Movement Corridors

Wildlife movement corridors link areas of suitable wildlife habitat that may otherwise be
separated by rugged terrain, changes in vegetation, and/or areas of human disturbance
or urban development. Topography and other natural factors, in combination with
urbanization, can fragment or separate large open-space areas. The fragmentation of
natural habitat creates isolated “islands” of habitat that may not provide sufficient area
to accommodate sustainable populations and can adversely impact genetic and species
diversity. Movement corridors mitigate the effects of this fragmentation by allowing
animals to move between remaining habitats, which in turn allows depleted populations
to be replenished and promotes genetic exchange between separate populations.

The proposed project area is not located within an established movement corridor.
Further, the proposed project area is located west of and adjacent to the Idyllwild Arts
Academy and a rural residential subdivision, substantially reducing its value for wildlife
movement.

4.2.2 Discussion

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans,
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or NOAA Fisheries?

This section discusses potential impacts to special-status species, and is limited to the
construction of the two new secondary treatment bioreactors and the electrical building.
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These two components would be constructed in the Jeffrey pine forest and woodland
community; all other components would be constructed within the developed area of the
existing WWTP.

4.2.2.1 Special-Status Wildlife Species

Impacts to special-status wildlife species could include direct harm if they were to
become trapped in the construction area, encounter construction personnel and/or
equipment, or be inhibited from movement through the construction area. The proposed
project area does not support suitable habitat for special-status wildlife species.
Consequently, the proposed project would not have a substantial adverse effect on
special-status wildlife species and no impact would occur.

The project will not directly impact nesting birds as all trees within the impact area will
be removed during the non-nesting season (September 1- January 31). If any birds are
nesting adjacent to the construction area when construction begins, they could be
indirectly impacted from the noise and other disturbance created by the construction
activities. However, this is unlikely since the Jeffrey pine and other trees in the
construction area are very tall trees, and nests, if present, would be located well above
the construction activities. Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 would reduce
these potential impacts to less than significant levels. Impacts in this regard would be
less than significant with mitigation incorporated.

MITIGATION MEASURES
BlO-1: Nesting Birds

e |If construction, grading or other project-related activities in the undeveloped
portions of the site (i.e., not within the existing WWTP) are scheduled during the
nesting season (February 1 to August 31), a preconstruction nesting survey shall
be conducted by a qualified biologist within 14 days from the beginning of
construction. The preconstruction surveys shall include suitable nesting habitat
within 100 feet of the construction.

If the preconstruction survey does not identify any active nests within areas
potentially affected by construction activities, no further mitigation would be
required.

If the preconstruction survey identifies an active nest, a qualified biologist shall
establish an appropriate no-work buffer around the active nest(s). The buffer
shall be delineated using high visibility fencing. The size of the no-work buffer
shall be determined by a qualified biologist based on the species, nest location
relative to construction activities, and the nature of the proposed activities.
Project activities shall be avoided within the no-work buffer until the nest is
deemed no longer active by a qualified biologist.
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4.2.2.2 Special-Status Plant Species

As discussed above, it was determined that 23 special-status plant species could
potentially occur in the Jeffrey pine forest and woodland community in the proposed
project area. If present in the work area, special-status plant species could be directly
impacted during construction activities. Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-2
would reduce these impacts to less than significant levels. Impacts in this regard would
be less than significant with mitigation incorporated.

MITIGATION MEASURES
BlO-2: Special-Status Plants

o A qualified biologist or botanist shall conduct focused surveys for special-status
plants during the normal blooming period for the target species. The surveys
shall be conducted within the construction area and prior to any ground
disturbing activities. The results of the survey shall be documented in a concise
memorandum. If the survey results are negative, work can proceed without
additional measures.

- If special-status plant species are identified within the construction area, a
salvage and relocation plan shall be prepared to avoid and minimize direct
impacts to special-status plants. The plan shall identify the methods of salvage
(e.g., seed collection, individual transplants) and the relocation area(s), with
onsite relocation areas being preferable. The plan shall also include provisions
for long-term protections, monitoring, and management requirements that ensure
the salvaged/relocated species are self-sustaining for a minimum of 5 years at a
minimum 1:1 compensation-to-impact ratio.

b) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

The proposed improvements to the WWTP would not impact the intermittent drainage or
associated vegetation, as the proposed improvements are located within the existing
WWTP developed area and on the opposite side of the proposed project area as the
intermittent drainage. The proposed project would not have a substantial adverse effect
on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community and no impact would
occur.

c) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or
federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited to,
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marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

The proposed improvements to the WWTP would not impact the intermittent drainage or
any associated potential wetlands vegetation, as the proposed improvements are
located within the existing WWTP developed area and on the opposite side of the
proposed project area as the intermittent drainage. The proposed project would not
have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands and no
impact would occur. No mitigation measures are required.

d) Would the proposed project interfere substantially with the
movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

The proposed project area is not located within any known movement corridors and the
undeveloped lands in the proposed project area do not provide valuable movement
areas for wildlife due to the proximity of the existing WWTP. The proposed project
would not substantially remove, degrade, or otherwise interfere with the structure or
function of a wildlife movement corridor and no impact would occur. No mitigation
measures are required.

e) Would the proposed project conflict with any local policies or
ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

Riverside County Ordinance No. 559 Regulating the Removal of Trees prohibits the
removal of any living native tree on any parcel or property greater than one-half acre in
size, located in an area above 5,000 feet in elevation and within the unincorporated
area of the County of Riverside, without first obtaining a permit to do so, unless exempt
by provisions listed in Section 4 of the ordinance. The proposed project would be
exempt under Section 4.C: Any activities conducted by a public utility, subject to the
jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Commission or any other constituted public agency,
where, to construct and maintain safe operations of facilities under their jurisdiction,
trees are removed, pruned, topped, or braced. The proposed project would not conflict
with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources and no impact
would occur. No mitigation measures are required.

f) Would the proposed project conflict with the provisions of an
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan?

The proposed project area is within the Western Riverside County Multiple Species
Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) area. The District is not a party to the MSHCP but,
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as a regional utility provider, could potentially seek coverage as a Participation Special
Entity. However, participation in the MSHCP is voluntary, and since the project would
not impact special status species (as discussed above), the MSHCP is not applicable to
the project. The proposed project would not conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan and no impact would occur. No
mitigation measures are required.

4.2.3 References
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), Rarefind 5 online program (2023),
Website: CNDDB Maps and Data (ca.gov), Accessed January 18, 2024.

California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants
(online edition online edition, v9.5) (2023), Website: California Native Plant
Society (cnps.org), Accessed January 18, 2024.

Riverside County Ordinance No. 559, Amended 8/27/1997, An Ordinance of the County
of Riverside Amending Ordinance No. 559 Regulating the Removal of Trees,
Online: Microsoft Word - 559.7.doc (rivcocob.org), Accessed January 22, 2024,

Riverside County Planning Department, Western Riverside County Multiple Species
Habitat Conservation Plan, Website: WR-MSHCP | Planning Department
Riverside County (rctima.org), Accessed January 20, 2024.
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4.3 Cultural Resources

Would the project:

Issues Determination
a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance | No Impact

of a historical resource pursuant to in §15064.57
b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance | Less Than Significant

of an archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5? with Mitigation
Incorporated
c¢) Disturb any human remains, including those interred Less Than Significant
outside of dedicated cemeteries? with Mitigation
Incorporated

Information in this section is summarized from the Cultural Resource Services report for
the Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Improvement Project (Duke Cultural
Resources Management, LLC [DUKE CRM], 2024). This study was prepared in
compliance with CEQA and the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966.
Some information from this study is considered confidential under the California Public
Resources Code (PRC) and the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) in compliance to
the Freedom of Information Act and the California Public Records Act in order to protect
the integrity of tribal cultural resources, and thus, would not be available to the public (7
PRC 21082.3 and 36 CFR 800.11).

4.3.1 Setting

A cultural resource is a broad term that includes prehistoric, historic, and traditional
cultural properties that reflect the physical evidence of past human activity across the
landscape. Cultural resources, along with prehistoric and historic human remains and
associated grave goods, must be considered under various federal, State, and local
regulations, including the CEQA and NHPA. Cultural resources that are listed on, or
eligible for inclusion in, the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) are also
considered eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR).

4.3.1.1 Record Searches and Field Survey

On December 12, 2023, a records search was conducted at the Eastern Information
Center (EIC). The EIC is part of the California Historical Resources Information System
(CHRIS) and is located at the University of California, Riverside. The records search
included a review of all recorded cultural resources and reports within a 1/2-mile radius
of the project site. Review of the EIC data indicates that one (1) cultural resource has
been previously identified within the project area. This resource, P-33-014267, is the
campus of the Idyllwild Music School. An additional 15 cultural resources have been
recorded within the “z-mile search radius. A total of 17 cultural resource reports cover
areas within ¥z-mile of the project area. One (1) of these reports covers the project area,
RIV-09044, and identifies P-33-014267 within the project area.
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In addition, the California Built Environmental Resources Directory (BERD) was
reviewed. The BERD includes the NRHP, CRHR, California Historic Landmarks (CHL),
and California Points of Historic Interest (CPHI). The BERD did not identify any cultural
resources within the project area.

A site visit was completed on January 5, 2024, and no cultural resources were
observed. A boulder outcrop was observed near the southeast corner of the project
area. The majority of the boulders are outside of the project site boundary, and no
milling features were observed on the boulders within the project site boundary. The
surfaces of the boulders were partially or totally obscured by moss.

4.3.1.2 Cultural Setting
4.3.1.2.1 Prehistoric Context

In the history of the Americas, the term “prehistoric period” refers to the time prior to the
arrival of non-Indians, when native lifeways and traditions remained intact and viable. It
is widely acknowledged that human occupation in what is now the State of California
began 8,000-12,000 years ago. In attempting to describe and understand the cultural
processes that occurred in the ensuing years, archaeologists have developed a number
of chronological frameworks that endeavor to correlate the technological and cultural
changes that are observable in archaeological records to distinct time periods.
Unfortunately, none of these chronological frameworks have been widely accepted, and
none has been developed specifically for the San Jacinto Mountain area, the nearest
ones being for the Colorado Desert and Peninsular Ranges area and for the Mojave
Desert (CRM TECH, 2012).

The development of an overall chronological framework for the region is hindered by the
lack of distinct stratigraphic layers of cultural sequences that could be dated by absolute
dating methods to provide concrete dates. Since results from archaeological
investigations in this region have yet to be synthesized into an overall chronological
framework, most archaeologists tend to follow a chronology adapted from a scheme
developed by William J. Wallace in 1955 and modified by others (CRM TECH, 2012).
Although the beginning and ending dates of the different horizons or periods may vary,
the general framework of prehistory in this region under this chronology consists of the
following four periods:

e Early Hunting Stage (ca. 10000 B.C. — 6000 B.C.), which was characterized by
human reliance on big game animals, as evidenced by large, archaic-style
projectile points and the relative lack of plant-processing artifacts;

¢ Millingstone Horizon (ca. 6000 B.C. — 1000 A.D.), when plant foods and small
game animals came to the forefront of subsistence strategy, and from which a
large number of millingstones, especially well-made, deep-basin metates, were
left;

¢ Late Prehistoric Period (ca. 1000-1500 A.D.), during which a more complex
social organization, a more diversified subsistence base-as evidenced by smaller
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projectile points, expedient millingstones and, later, pottery-and regional cultures
and tribal territories began to develop;

o Protohistoric Period (ca. 1500-1700s A.D.), which ushered in long-distance
contact with Europeans, and thereby led to the Historic Period.

4.3.1.2.2 Ethnohistoric Context

The San Jacinto Mountains are situated within the traditional territory of the Cahuilla
people, which once extended from present-day Riverside eastward well into the
Colorado Desert beyond the Salton Sink. A Takic-speaking people of hunters and
gatherers, the Cahuilla are divided by modern anthropologists into three groups based
on the geographic domains of their homeland: the Pass Cahuilla of the San Gorgonio
Pass-Palm Springs area, the Mountain Cahuilla of the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa
Mountains and the Cahuilla Valley, and the Desert Cahuilla of the Coachella Valley. The
Idyllwild area, thus, is considered a part of the Mountain Cahuilla homeland.

The Cahuilla people did not have a single name that referred to an all-inclusive tribal
affiliation. Instead, membership was in terms of lineages or clans. Each lineage or clan
belonged to one of two main divisions of the people, known as moieties. Members of
clans in one moiety had to marry into clans from the other moiety. Individual clans had
villages, or central places, and territories they called their own, for purposes of hunting
game, gathering food, or utilizing other necessary resources. They interacted with other
clans through trade, intermarriage, and ceremonies.

Population data prior to European contact are almost impossible to obtain, but
estimates range from 3,600 to as high as 10,000 persons. During the 19" century,
however, the Cahuilla population was decimated because of European diseases, most
notably smallpox, for which the Native peoples had no immunity. Today, Native
Americans of Mountain Cahuilla heritage are mostly affiliated with one of the three
reservations in the project vicinity, Santa Rosa, Cahuilla, and Ramona.

4.3.1.2.3 Historic Context

Situated far away from Alta California’s coastal regions, where most of the colonization
activities took place during the Spanish and Mexican Periods (1769-1848), the San
Jacinto Mountains received only passing interest from European colonizers before the
American takeover. The name of the mountain range was derived from a nearby
mission rancho that was established at least by 1821 in the San Jacinto Valley. In 1772,
Captain Pedro Fages, the Spanish military comandante of Alta California, and a small
force of soldiers under his command became the first Europeans to approach the San
Jacinto Mountains. Throughout the Spanish and Mexican Periods, however, this high
mountain country remained the domain of the Cahuilla people, and there is no evidence
that the Europeans extensively explored it.

After the American annexation of Alta California in 1848, with the influx of immigrants

from the eastern United States to the fertile but arid plains and valleys of southern
California, the San Jacinto Mountains were increasingly recognized as a valuable

# Dewberry Cultural Resources 33



Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

deposit of natural resources to be exploited. In the 1860s, shepherds and cattlemen
began to penetrate into the mountain range and graze their herds on its lush meadows.
Between the 1870s and the early 20™ century, the lumber industry thrived at the
expense of its rich forest. During the 1880s land boom in southern California, the Lake
Hemet reservoir was constructed in the mountains to divert water to the colony of
Hemet in the San Jacinto Valley. As in other mountain ranges in California, gold mining
also left its mark in the annals of 19" century development in the San Jacinto
Mountains. During the 1890s, the largest mining camp in the San Jacinto’s, Kenworthy,
sprang up but produced little mineral wealth before its demise.

Strawberry Valley, in which the community of Idyllwild is situated, received the first
homesteaders at least by 1871. Within the next few years, “Sulphur Springs” Thompson
was known to have settled in nearby Fern Valley. During the early 1870s, the valley was
a favorite grazing ground for shepherds, followed by cattlemen in the 1880s. Beginning
in 1889, Strawberry Valley gained increasing popularity as a summer resort among
“flatlanders” in southern California. One of the earliest tourist camps in the valley, Camp
Idyliwilde, eventually bestowed its name on the community that gradually grew at that
location, albeit with a slightly different spelling.

The effort to create a full-fledge community dates to 1913, when George B. Hannahs
subdivided part of his land holdings into 2.5-acre lots. In 1919, Idyliwild, Inc., offered
half-acre home lots in what is now the central portion of Idyllwild for sale at $350,
ushering a real estate boom that lasted through the 1920s. About a mile to the
northeast, the Idyllwild Mountain Park Company developed the community of Fern
Valley, intended primarily for summer homes. Despite a brief rivalry, with the area
entering a second “golden age” in growth, by the early 1950s the distinction between
the two communities diminished to such a degree that both are recognized as Idyllwild.
Since then, the twin mountain community has steadily grown with tourism continuing to
play a crucial role in the local economy.

4.3.2 Discussion

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource pursuant to in §15064.5?

Review of the EIC data indicated that one (1) cultural resource has been previously
identified within the project area. This resource, P-33-014267, is the campus of the
Idyllwild Arts Academy high school. The Idyllwild Arts Academy was originally built as a
satellite campus of the University of Southern California (USC) during the late 1940s
and early 1950s and is considered a historic-period site (CRM TECH, 2012). However,
the vast majority of the structures associated with the original USC Campus have been
demolished and replaced by more recent, modern structures constructed over the past
40 years. The few USC Campus-related structures that still remain on the campus
property have been remodeled extensively with modern facades and interiors, rebuilt
with modern electrical and plumbing fixtures, and do not retain any of their original
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historic integrity. Cultural resource P-33-014267 or historical elements associated with
the Idyllwild Arts Academy is located within or adjacent to the project site.

The segment of Apela Drive traversing the campus that is the closest to the project site
is completely modern in appearance, the result of fresh construction in recent years.
Implementation of the proposed project thus would not cause a substantial adverse
change to a historical resource pursuant to §15064.5. No impact would occur, and no
mitigation measures are required.

b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant to
§15064.57

The project area includes substantial developed and previously disturbed area,
consisting of the WWTP and the paved access road. The project area is considered low
in sensitivity for subsurface deposits of intact, potentially significant archaeological
remains (CRM TECH, 2012). No cultural/archaeological resources were observed
during the January 5, 2024, site visit. Nonetheless, there remains a chance that
construction activities associated with the proposed project could result in accidentally
discovering archaeological resources. If such resources are discovered during ground-
disturbing activities, Mitigation Measure CUL-1 would be implemented. With
Mitigation Measure CUL-1 implemented, impacts to previously undiscovered
archaeological resources that may be discovered during construction activities would be
less than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURES
CUL-1: If subsurface deposits believed to be cultural or human in origin are discovered
during construction, all work must halt within a 100-foot radius of the discovery.
Depending on the nature of the find, a qualified professional archaeologist, meeting the
Secretary of the Interior's Professional Qualification Standards for prehistoric or historic
archaeology, shall be retained to evaluate the significance of the find, and shall have
the authority to modify the no work radius as appropriate, using professional judgment.
The following notifications shall apply, as necessary:

. If the professional archaeologist determines that the find does not represent a
cultural resource, work may resume immediately, and no agency notifications
are required.

. If the professional archaeologist determines that the find does represent a
cultural resource from any time period or cultural affiliation, he or she shall
immediately notify the lead agency. If the find is determined to be eligible for
inclusion in the National Register or California Register, the lead agency shall
consult on a finding of eligibility and implement appropriate treatment measures.
Work may not resume within the no-work radius until the lead agency, through
consultation as appropriate, determines that the site either: 1) is not eligible for

@ Dewberry Cultural Resources 35



Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

the National Register or California Register; or 2) that the treatment measures
have been completed to its satisfaction.

. If the find includes human remains, or remains that are potentially human, he or
she shall ensure reasonable protection measures are taken to protect the
discovery from disturbance (AB 2641). The archaeologist shall notify the San
Diego County Coroner (in accordance with § 7050.5 of the Health and Safety
Code). The provisions of § 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code, §
5097.98 of the California PRC, and AB 2641 will be implemented.

. If the Coroner determines the remains are Native American and not the result of
a crime scene, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC), which then will designate a Native American Most Likely Descendant
(MLD) for the project (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). The designated MLD will have 48
hours from the time access to the property is granted to make recommendations
concerning treatment of the remains. If the landowner does not agree with the
recommendations of the MLD, the NAHC can mediate (§ 5097.94 of the PRC). If
no agreement is reached, the landowner must rebury the remains where they
will not be further disturbed (§ 5097.98 of the PRC). This will also include either
recording the site with the NAHC or the appropriate information center; using an
open space or conservation zoning designation or easement; or recording a
reinternment document with the county in which the property is located (AB
2641). Work may not resume within the no-work radius until the lead agencies,
through consultation as appropriate, determine that the treatment measures
have been completed to their satisfaction.

c) Would the project disturb any human remains, including those
interred outside of dedicated cemeteries?

No formal cemeteries or human remains were identified during the field investigation
and no burial sites are likely to be encountered during construction activities. However,
in the event of an unanticipated discovery of human remains, Mitigation Measure CUL-
1 would be implemented. With Mitigation Measure CUL-1 implemented, impacts to
previously unknown human remains that may be discovered during construction
activities would be less than significant.

4.3.3 References
Duke Cultural Resources Management (CRM). 2024. Cultural Resource Services for

the Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plan, City of Idyllwild, County of Riverside,
California. Prepared: January 2024.
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4.4 Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Would the project:

Issues Determination

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or Less Than Significant
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the Impact
environment?

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation Less Than Significant
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of Impact
greenhouse gases?

4.4.1 Setting

Human activities generate greenhouse gasses (GHGs) consisting primarily of carbon
dioxide (COz2), methane (CHa), nitrous oxide (N20), tetrafluoromethane,
hexafluoroethane, sulfur hexafluoride (SFs), various hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs),
halocarbons, and ozone (O3). COzis the most abundant GHG; while it is naturally
occurring and a necessary component of Earth’s atmosphere, fossil-fuel combustion is
the main source of additional, human generated COz2 that is the main driver of climate
change. The transportation sector generates the largest share of greenhouse gas
emissions in the United States.

These GHGs trap solar radiation and the earth’s own radiation, preventing it from
passing through the earth’s atmosphere and into space, resulting in the “Greenhouse
effect.” GHGs are vital to life on earth since they help keep our planet a suitable
temperature; however, increasing GHG concentrations are causing an increase in
average global temperatures. In general, CH4 has 21 times the warming potential of
CO2, and N20 has 310 times the warming potential of CO2. COz equivalent (COze)
represents CO2 plus the additional warming potential from CH4 and N20. The common
unit of measurement for COze is metric tons (MTCOze). As the average temperature of
the earth increases, climate patterns may be affected, including changes in precipitation
patterns and storm intensity, accumulation of snowpack, and intensity and duration of
spring snowmelt, as well as intensity in low precipitation and droughts. Human-made
GHG emissions occur primarily though the combustion of fuels, mainly associated with
transportation, residential energy, and agriculture.

California’s primary legislation for reducing GHG emissions is the California Global
Warming Solutions Act (AB 32), which set a goal for the state to reduce GHG emissions
to 80 percent of 1990 emission levels by 2050. The California Air Resources Board
(CARB), among other state agencies, has enacted regulations to achieve these targets.
In 2008, CARB adopted a Climate Change Scoping Plan, which contained strategies to
achieve reduction of approximately 21.7 percent from the State’s projected 2020 COze
emission levels under a business-as-usual scenario (CARB, 2008). In December 2022,
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CARSB finalized the 2022 Scoping Plan for Achieving Carbon Neutrality (2022 Scoping
Plan), which lays out a path to achieve targets for carbon neutrality and reduce
anthropogenic GHG emissions by 85 percent below 1990 levels no later than 2045, as
directed by Assembly Bill (AB) 1279 (CARB, 2022).

The proposed project is located within the SCAB. Air quality conditions in the SCAB are
under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). In
December 2008, the SCAQMD Governing Board adopted the staff proposal for an
interim GHG significance threshold for projects where the SCAQMD is lead agency. The
GHG significance thresholds from stationary and industrial projects is less than 10,000
metric tons of Carbon Dioxide equivalent (MTCOze) per year, including construction
emissions.

The proposed project is located in an area that is currently in federal and state non-
attainment for ozone, PMzs, and PM1o (CARB, 2022).

4.4.2 Discussion

a) Would the project generate greenhouse gas emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the
environment?

Construction activities, such as site preparation, site grading, on-site heavy-duty
construction vehicles, equipment hauling materials to and from the site, and motor
vehicles transporting the construction crew would produce combustion emissions from
various sources. During proposed project construction, GHGs would be emitted through
the operation of construction equipment, worker vehicles, and from supply-vendor
vehicles, each of which typically uses fossil-based fuels to operate. Exhaust emissions
from on-site construction activities would vary daily as construction activity levels
change.

Construction emissions were modelled using the California Emissions Estimator Model
(CalEEMod). For the purpose of this analysis, it was assumed that construction would
last 24 months, the project area would be a total of 1.73 acres, and the maximum area
disturbed per day would be less than 1 acre per day. It was also assumed that all on-
road equipment used for the proposed project would be year 2010 or newer models,
and all construction equipment would meet California Air Resources Board (CARB) Tier
4 requirements for off-road equipment (See Appendix B for the CalEEMod results).
Table 4.4,2-1 Maximum Estimated Construction GHG Emissions shows the
estimated construction GHG emissions that would occur with implementation of the
proposed project do not exceed the SCAQMD’s Thresholds for GHG.
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Table 4.4.2-1: Maximum Estimated Construction GHG Emissions

ANNUAL COz ANNUAL COze
ARlEEObIT (TONSIYEAR) (MTCO2/YEAR)
CO2 159 144.24
N0 <0.005 <0.005
CHq 0.01 0.01
Total GHG Emissions 159.015 144.255
Thresholds of Significance per SCAQMD - 10,000
Exceed Threshold? - No

Source: Dewberry, January 2024

The estimated GHG emissions resulting from the project’s construction would be a
maximum of approximately 159.015 tons of COze per day year, totaling approximately
144.255 MTCOze per year for the 24-month construction period. The proposed project
would not exceed SCAQMD’s GHG significance thresholds, 10,000 MT/yr COze for
industrial facilities. In addition, the proposed project would not exceed SCAQMD
significance thresholds for criteria pollutants (see Section 4.1 Air Quality for
construction emissions estimations).

The proposed project would not result in capacity increases for vehicles, increase
average daily trips (ADTs) or vehicle miles traveled (VMT); therefore, operations of the
proposed project would not result in new energy demands (that generate GHGs) over
time and would be similar to existing conditions upon completion of construction. The
proposed project would not create new demand for energy, induce changes in the
surrounding land uses, or create other permanent sources of GHG emissions.
Therefore, GHG impacts associated with the proposed project operations would be less
than significant, and no mitigation measures are required.

b) Would the project conflict with an applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

As discussed above, the proposed project’s construction activity would generate an
estimated maximum of approximately 159.015 tons of COze per day_year, totaling
approximately 144.255 MTCOze per year for the 24-month construction period. The
construction emissions would cease upon construction completion. Operations would be
similar to existing conditions upon construction completion and the proposed project
would not create new sources of GHG emissions beyond what currently exists. Thus, no
long-term impacts to GHG emissions would occur as a result of the proposed project.
The proposed project would implement BMPs and comply with local and state policies,
rules, and regulations for GHG emissions (see Section 4.1 Air Quality for construction
BMPs). Thus, the proposed project would not conflict with any identified plans adopted
for the reduction of GHG emissions. Impacts would be less than significant.
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4.5 Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Would the project:

Issues

Determination

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

Less Than Significant
Impact

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

Less Than Significant
Impact

¢) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within
one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

Less Than Significant
Impact

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment?

No Impact

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
nautical miles of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project result in a safety hazard or excessive
noise for people residing or working in the project area?

No Impact

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

No Impact

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly,
to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving
wildland fires?

Less Than Significant
Impact

4.5.1 Setting

The hazards and hazardous materials analysis was performed in general conformance
with the scope and limitations of the American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM)
Practice E 1527-21. The hazards and hazardous materials analysis identifies

Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) that may adversely affect the project site.
RECs are defined by the ASTM Practice E 1527-05 as: the presence or likely presence
of any hazardous substances or petroleum products in, on, or at the property: (1) due to
any release to the environment; (2) under conditions indicative of a release to the
environment; or (3) under conditions that pose a material threat of a future release to
the environment. A database report was obtained from Environmental Database
Resources, Inc. consisting of information compiled from various government records,
such as Geotracker, National Priorities List, and EnviroStor, for information regarding

# Dewberry

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 41



Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

the proposed project area. Based on the results of the records review, no potential
RECs have been found in the proposed project area.

4.5.2 Discussion

a) Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of
hazardous materials?

The proposed project would modernize the Idyllwild WWTP to meet existing and future
discharge requirements efficiently and consistently for the Idyliwild community. The
proposed project would include replacement of the existing biological reactors,
improving the controls and redundancy of the plant, and improving the equalization
capacity. The new bioreactors and electrical building would be constructed in
undeveloped areas on the project site; the remainder of the upgrades would be
additions or modifications to existing on-site equipment. The proposed project would not
be an expansion of treatment capacity of the existing WWTP.

Construction of the proposed project would potentially require the use of various types
of quantities of hazardous materials. Hazardous materials that are typically used during
construction include, but are not limited to, hydraulic oil, diesel fuel, grease, lubricants,
solvents, and adhesives. Although equipment used during construction activities could
contain various hazardous materials, these materials would be used in accordance with
the manufacturer's specifications and all applicable regulations. Minor fuel or oil spills
could occur during construction activities. The release, even if accidental, of hazardous
materials into the environment is regulated through existing federal, State, and local
laws. These regulations require emergency response from local agencies to contain
hazardous materials in the event of an accidental release.

The use of and handling of hazardous materials during construction activities would
occur in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws, including California
Division of Occupational Safety and Health Administration (CalOSHA) requirements.
The preparation and implementation of standard construction BMPs, including a
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), compliance with vehicle
manufacturer's specifications, and compliance with applicable regulations would result
in impacts that are less than significant. No mitigation measures would be required.

b) Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident
conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment?

Operations of the proposed project would be similar to existing conditions. The potential
for release of hazardous materials into the environment upon completion of the
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proposed project would be similar to existing conditions and impacts would be less
than significant.

The proposed project has the potential to use a variety of hazardous materials during
construction activities. These materials would be stored, handled, and transported per
federal, State, and local regulatory requirements. Implementation of construction BMPs,
compliance with vehicle manufacturer’'s specifications, and compliance with applicable
regulations would result in impacts that are less than significant. No mitigation
measures would be required.,

c) Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

The nearest school to the project site is the Idyllwild Arts Academy, which is located
approximately 300 feet east of the project site. Although the proposed project is within
0.25 mile from the nearest school, the proposed project would not introduce new
permanent health or safety hazards to persons who would attend or would be employed
at the school site. The WWTP already exists, and the potential risk or presence of
hazardous materials, substances, or waste would continue to be similar to existing
conditions upon completion of the proposed project. The emission or handling of
hazardous materials, substances, or waste during construction would be temporary and
cease upon construction completion. Furthermore, the use of and handling of
hazardous materials during construction activities would occur in accordance with
applicable federal, state, and local laws, including CalOSHA requirements. Impacts
would be less than significant and no mitigation measures are required.

d) Would the project be located on a site which is included on a list
of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government
Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the public or the environment?

The proposed project is not included in the list of hazardous materials sites compiled
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 (DTSC, 2023). There are no Envirostor
sites within 2 miles of the proposed project area (Envirostor, 2023). There are two
GeoTracker sites within 2 miles of the proposed project area, one Cleanup Program
Site and one LUST cleanup site. Both statuses are completed-case closed. No impacts
would occur, and no mitigation measures are required.

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where
such a plan has not been adopted, within two nautical miles of a
public airport or public use airport, would the project resultin a
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safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working
in the project area?

The project site is not located within an airport land use plan or within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation
measures are required.

f) Would the project impair implementation of or physically
interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

The proposed project would modernize the |dyllwild WWTP to meet existing and
future discharge requirements efficiently and consistently for the |dyliwild community.
Operations would be similar to existing conditions upon construction completion. The
proposed project would not increase capacity along any roads in the proposed
project area and would not increase traffic or congestion. The proposed project would
not impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan in
the long term, as operations of the WWTP would be similar to existing conditions.
Therefore, the proposed project would have no impact to emergency response plans
or emergency evacuation plans upon completion of construction.

During the proposed project construction, no detours or temporary lane closures
would be necessary. No impacts to circulation or traffic are expected during proposed
project construction and access for emergency vehicles, trucks, and other roadway
users would be maintained throughout the construction period. The proposed project
would not impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation
plan. There would be no impact and no mitigation measures are required.

g) Would the project expose people or structures, either directly or
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving
wildland fires?

The proposed project would modernize the |dyllwild WWTP to meet existing and
future discharge requirements efficiently and consistently for the Idyliwild community.
The proposed project is not capacity increasing and would not result in new additional
structures, nor would it increase the number of people within the proposed project
area once construction is complete. Therefore, proposed project operations would not
expose people or structures to a significant risk from wildland fires, beyond what
currently exists. Operational impacts would be less than significant, and no
mitigation measures are required.

During construction, workers would be present on site; however, this increase in
workers would be temporary in nature. The closest fire station to the project site is
Idyliwild Fire Protection District (IFPD) Station 621, located at 54160 Maranatha
Drive, approximately 2.5 miles northeast of the project site (Riverside County, 2021).
Idyllwild Volunteer Fire Company Station 621 is a non-profit organization dedicated to
protecting the mountain community of Idyllwild and to provide professional Fire and
EMS assistance through volunteer participants (Idyllwild Fire, 2023). The proposed
project would be coordinated with the IFPD, as well as the County’s Sheriff Office and
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other law enforcement or emergency service providers within the proposed project
area. Proposed project coordination with the County and the implementation of BMPs
(e.g., installation of fire extinguishers, installation of no smoking signs, education on
construction equipment usage and reducing spark potential) would reduce the
potential for construction activities to result in the commencement of a wildfire.
Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures are required.
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4.6 Noise
Would the project result in:
Issues Determination
a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent Less Than Significant
increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the Impact

project in excess of standards established in the local
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards
of other agencies?

b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or Less Than Significant
groundborne noise levels? Impact
c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private No Impact

airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a plan
has not been adopted, within two nautical miles of a
public airport or public use airport, would the project
expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

4.6.1 Setting

Noise is defined as a loud, unexpected, or annoying sound. A logarithmic scale is used
to describe sound pressure level, in terms of decibels (dB). The decibel scale alone
does not adequately characterize how humans perceive noise. An “A-weighted” sound
level (expressed in units of dBA) can be computed by weighting sound levels of
individual frequency bands by sensitivity of average human hearing to those
frequencies. Table 4.6.1-1: Typical Noise Levels describes typical A-weighted noise
levels for different activities. It is widely accepted that, in typical noise environments,
people can detect changes in sound level at 3 dBA or greater. A 5-dBA change is
generally perceived as distinctly noticeable.

Table 4.6.1-1: Typical Noise Levels

COMMON OUTDOOR ACTIVITY COMMON INDOOR ACTIVITY

Jet fiyover at 1,000 feet 110 Rock band

Gas lawnmower at three feet 100

Diesel truck at 50 feet at 50 mph 90 Food blender at three feet

Noisy urban area, daytime 80 Garbage disposal at three feel

Gas lawnmower, 100 feet 70 Vacuum cleaner at ten feel

Commercial area Normal speech al three feet

Heavy lraffic at 300 feet; Rural daytime areas 60 Large business office

Quiel urban daytime 50 Dishwasher next room

Quiet urban nighttime 40 Theater, large conference room (background)

Quiet suburban nightlime

) _— Library

Quist rural nighitime a0 Bedroom at night, concert hall (backgreund)

20 Broadcast/recording studio
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| Lowest threshold of human hearing [0 | Lowest threshold of human hearing ]
Source: Caltrans, 2013

Noise in our daily environment fluctuates over time. The maximum sound level for a
given noise source is abbreviated “Lmax.” The average sound level over a period of time
(usually one hour) is called the equivalent continuous sound level and is abbreviated
“Leq.” To characterize sound levels occurring over a 24-hour period, penalties are often
applied to nighttime sound levels. When a 5-db penalty is applied to levels occurring
between 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and a 10-dB penalty is applied to levels occurring between a
10 p.m. and 7 a.m., the energy average of the A-weighted sound levels is called the
Community Noise Exposure Level (CNEL).

In general, a 3-dBA change in community noise levels is noticeable, while 1-2 dBA
changes generally are not perceived. As shown in Table 4.6.1-1, quiet suburban areas
typically have noise levels in the range of 40 to 50 dBA, while those along arterial
streets are in the 50 to 60+ dBA range. Normal human conversational levels are in the
60-65 dBA range and ambient noise levels greater than that can interrupt
conversations.

The Riverside County General Plan Noise Element includes the following policies to
protect noise-sensitive land uses from noise emitted by outside sources and prevent
new projects from generating adverse noise levels on adjacent properties.

e N 1.3 Consider the following uses noise-sensitive and discourage these uses in
areas in excess of 65 CNEL:
o Schools.
o Hospitals.
o Rest Homes.
o Long Term Care Facilities.
o Mental Care Facilities.
o Residential Uses.
o Libraries.
o Passive Recreation Uses.
o Places of Worship.

« N 1.4 Determine if existing land uses will present noise compatibility issues with
proposed project by undertaking site surveys.

« N 1.5 Prevent and mitigate the adverse impacts of excessive noise exposure on
the residents, employees, visitors, and noise-sensitive uses of Riverside County.
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N 1.6 Minimize noise spillover or encroachment from commercial and industrial
land uses into adjoining residential neighborhoods or noise-sensitive uses.

* N 1.7 Require proposed land uses, affected by unacceptably high noise levels, to
have an acoustical specialist prepare a study of the noise problems and
recommend structural and site design features that will adequately mitigate the
noise problems.

« N 1.8 Limit the maximum permitted noise levels that cross property lines and
impact adjacent land uses, except when dealing with noise emissions from wind
turbines.

The Riverside County Code of Ordinances (Section 9.52.020(H)(l)) exempts
construction projects generating noise when located one-quarter of a mile or more from
an inhabited dwelling and when located within one-quarter of a mile from an inhabited
dwelling as long as construction does not occur between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and
6:00 a.m. during the months of June through September and 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
during the months of October through May.

Existing Conditions

The proposed project is located in the town of Idyllwild, an unincorporated community
located in the San Jacinto Mountains, about 45 miles west of Palm Springs in Riverside
County. Together with Pine Cove and Fern Valley, it is a part of the Idyliwild/Pine Cove
Census Designated Place and covers an area of 13.73 square miles. The proposed
project site is located in a mountainous, rural-residential area. The project site has a
Public Facilities land use designation pursuant to the Riverside County General Plan
(Riverside County, 2021). The Public Facilities land use designation provides for the
development of various public, quasi-public, and private uses with similar
characteristics, such as governmental facilities, utility facilities including public and
private electric generating stations and corridors, landfills, airports, educational facilities,
and maintenance yards. Surrounding land use designations include Open Space-
Conservation Habitat (OS-CH), Open Space-Water (0OS-W), Estate Density Residential
(EDR), Medium Density Residential (MDR), and Rural Mountainous (RM). The County
Zoning designations within and adjacent to the proposed project site includes
Watercourse, Watershed, and Conservation Areas (W-1) and Controlled Development
Areas (W-2).

Ambient noise level measurements were not taken at the project site; however, small
town or wooded and lightly used residential areas (rural areas) during daytime hours
have typical noise levels ranging between 50 and 60 Lan.

Sensitive Receptors

According to 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 772, sensitive receptors are
defined as discrete or representative location of a noise sensitive area(s) within a
project area that are considered more sensitive to ambient noise levels than others
because of the amount of noise exposure (in terms of both exposure duration and
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insulation from noise) and the types of activities typically involved. Within the context of
addressing construction-related noise impacts, sensitive receptors include, but are not
limited to, the following land use categories: residences, schools, libraries, churches,
hospitals, and nursing homes. The Idyllwild Arts Amphitheater is the closest sensitive
receptor to the proposed project, approximately 230 feet to the south.

4.6.2 Discussion

a) Would the project result in a generation of a substantial
temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the
vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the
local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of
other agencies?

The proposed project would upgrade the Idyllwild WWTP to meet existing and future
discharge requirements efficiently and consistently for the |dyllwild community, as well
as meet current wastewater treatment standards and processes. The proposed project
would not increase vehicle capacity on surrounding roadways nor would it generate land
use changes in the surrounding environment. For these reasons, the project operation
would not permanently increase ambient noise levels in the proposed project area.
Sensitive receptors and adjacent land uses would not be exposed to a permanent
change in noise levels as a result of the project operation.

The primary source of noise generated by the proposed project would result from
construction activities. Noise from construction activities is anticipated to temporarily
increase ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project site. Noise at the construction
site would intermittently dominate the noise environment with varying levels of intensity.
The degree of construction noise impacts would vary for different areas along the
proposed project corridor, and for different construction activities. Noise from
construction activities generally attenuate at a rate of 6 dBA per doubling distance.

Construction activities associated with the proposed project are anticipated to last
approximately 24 months. During construction, various types of construction equipment
will be used, sometimes simultaneously, to improve the existing components at the
WWTP, remove trees, and construct the new bioreactors, new sludge holding tank and
electrical building. Construction contractors working on the WWTP are anticipated to
use (but not be limited to) hydraulic jackhammers, front end loaders, excavators, and
chainsaws during the construction period, all of which would be the loudest construction
equipment to be used. Front end loaders typically generate a maximum noise level of
80 dBA Lmax during use and hydraulic jackhammers, excavators and chainsaws typically
generate maximum noise level of 85 dBA Lmax during use from a distance of 50 feet. If
all these pieces of construction equipment operated simultaneously as measured from
50-feet, the construction equipment would generate a combined noise level of 90.2 dBA
Lmax. As stated above, the Idyllwild Arts Amphitheater is approximately 230 feet from
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where construction activity could occur on the project site. If all four pieces of
construction equipment are operating simultaneously, based on the distance to the
Idyllwild Arts Amphitheater, the facility could be exposed to maximum temporary noise
levels of 76.9 dBA Lmax.

Construction operations are anticipated during daylight hours only and would adhere to
the Riverside County Ordinance (Section 9.52.020(H)(I)) which exempts construction
activity located one-quarter of a mile or more from an inhabited dwelling and when
located within one-quarter of a mile from an inhabited dwelling as long as construction
does not occur between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. during the months of June
through September and 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. during the months of October through
May, respectively. Any increase in ambient noise level in the vicinity of the proposed
project would be temporary and would cease upon construction completion.
Construction activities for the proposed project would comply with federal, state, and
local policies related to construction-generated noise, including County noise
regulations. The proposed project would also include implementation of best
management practices (BMPs) and the project measures discussed below. With
implementation of the project measures outlined below, substantial temporary ambient
noise levels at nearby sensitive receptors would be minimized. As such, construction
noise impacts generated by the proposed project would be less than significant and
no mitigation measures are required.

PROJECT MEASURES

NO-1: The following control measures shall be implemented during construction:

o Use newer equipment with improved muffling and ensure that all equipment
items have the manufacturers’ recommended noise abatement measures, such
as mufflers, engine enclosures, and engine vibration isolators intact and
operational. Newer equipment will generally be quieter in operation than older
equipment. All construction equipment should be inspected at periodic intervals
to ensure proper maintenance and presence of noise control devices (e.g.,
mufflers and shrouding, etc.).

o Utilize construction methods or equipment that provides the lowest level of noise
and ground vibration impact.

o Turn off idling equipment.

b) Would the project result in generation of excessive groundborne
vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Equipment associated with high vibration levels (pile drivers) would not be used for
project construction. Construction equipment that would be used onsite, specifically the
hydraulic jackhammers, front end loader, and excavator, would generate groundborne
vibration (chainsaw usage does not generate groundborne vibrations). Front end
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loaders and excavators which would generate groundborne vibration (VdB) levels of 90
VdB (0.031 inches per second) at 50 feet from construction areas (Caltrans, 2013) are
the types of construction equipment that would be used on site that generate the
highest level of groundborne vibrations. The closest sensitive receptor to the proposed
project is located approximately 230 feet to the southeast; and therefore, would be
exposed to construction vibration levels equating to 70 VdB (or 0.003 peak particle
velocity (PPV) inches per second). According to the Federal Transit Authority,
institutional land uses with primarily daytime use (such as the Idyllwild Arts
Amphitheater) can be exposed to infrequent events (less than 70 events per day) from
construction vibration levels of equating to 83 VdB, before damage due to such a use
occurs (FTA, 2018). Thus, construction generated vibration would not exceed damage
criteria for nearby sensitive receptors. Impacts would be less than significant, and ho
mitigation measures are required.

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an
airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two nautical miles of a public airport or public
use airport, would the project expose people residing or working
in the project area to excessive noise levels?

The closest airports to the proposed project site is the Banning Municipal Airport, a city-
owned airport located a mile southeast of Banning, in Riverside County, approximately
28 miles northwest of the proposed project area. The project site is not located within an
airport land use compatibility plan (ALUC). (Riverside County, 2021). As such,
implementation of the proposed project would not expose people residing or working in
the project area to excessive airport/airstrip noise levels. No impacts would occur, and
mitigation measures are not required.

4.6.3 References

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 2013. Technical Noise Supplement
to the Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol. Online: https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-
media/programs/environmental-analysis/documents/env/tens-sep2013-a11y.pdf.
Accessed: November 11, 2023.

Federal Transit Administration (FTA). 2018.

Riverside County. 2021. County of Riverside General Plan: Land Use Element. Online:
https://planning.rctima.orag/sites/g/files/aldnop4 16/files/migrated/Portals-14-Ch03-
Land-20Use-FINAL-209-28-21.pdf. Accessed: November 12, 2023.

United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA). 1971. Noise from
Construction Equipment and Operations, Building Equipment, and Home
Appliances. Online:
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/9101NN3I.txt?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Cli
ent=EPA&Index=Prior%20t0%201976&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&Sear
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chMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldM
onth=&QFieldDay=&UseQField=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmIQuery=&
File=D%3A%5CZYFILES%5CINDEX%20DATA%5C70THRU75%5CTXT%5C00
000024%5C9101NN3L.txt& User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMe
thOd:h(%?C-
&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r7598/r75g8/x150y15
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onS&BackDesc=Resulis%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=2. Accessed:
January 19, 2024.
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4.7 Transportation

Would the project:
Issues Determination
a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy No Impact

addressing the circulation system, including transit,
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section | Less Than Significant
15064.3, subdivision (b)? Impact

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric No Impact
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

d) Result in inadequate emergency access? No Impact

4.7.1 Setting

The proposed project is located in the town of Idyliwild, an unincorporated community in
western Riverside County. Together with Pine Cove and Fern Valley, it is part of the
Idyllwild/Pine Cove Census Designated Place and covers an area of 13.73 square
miles. Roadways adjacent and in the vicinity of the project site includes Apela Drive,
Temecula Road, Cahuilla Drive, and Luisana Drive. The County of Riverside
Transportation Department provides an interactive map that has been developed to
determine classifications of roads within the County. Apela Drive is classified as a
paved surface-county maintained road, and Temecula Road, Cahuilla Drive, and
Luisana Drive are classified as non-county roads (County of Riverside Transportation
Department, 2021). A private roadway currently exists off of Apela Drive that provides
access to the Idyllwild WWTP.

4.7.2 Discussion

a) Would the project conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or
policy addressing the circulation system, including transit,
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

The proposed project would modernize the Idyllwild WWTP to meet existing and future
discharge requirements efficiently and consistently for the Idyllwild community. The
proposed project includes replacement of the existing biological reactors, improving the
controls and redundancy of the plant, and improving the equalization basin. The new
bioreactors and electrical building would be constructed in undeveloped areas on the
project site; the remainder of the upgrades would be additions or modifications to
existing equipment. The proposed land acquisition is to the south of the existing plant
adjacent to the existing plant access road. The proposed project does not involve the
construction of new roadways or any improvements to existing roadways. As the
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proposed project would not affect existing roadways, it would not result in a conflict with
a program plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the circulation system in the area.
Therefore, the proposed project would have no long-term impacts.

There are no temporary lane closures or detours anticipated for implementation of the
proposed project. A private roadway currently exists off of Apela Drive that leads directly
to the Idyliwild WWTP, in which construction workers would use to access the proposed
project site. In addition, this private roadway would be used for proposed project
activities such as construction equipment movement, and the hauling of construction
material and debris to and from the project site. Construction equipment and staging
areas would be confined to the project site. Access for vehicles, pedestrians, and
bicyclists along roads adjacent and in the vicinity of the project area would be
maintained throughout the construction period and there would be no conflict with
adjacent land uses.

The proposed project would not conflict with any program, plan, ordinance, or policy
addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian
facilities. No impact would occur, and no mitigation measures are required.

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

The proposed project would modernize the Idyllwild WWTP. The proposed project
would not increase capacity along any road, nor would it increase traffic and congestion.
Therefore, the proposed project would not increase vehicle miles traveled (VMT) on the
surrounding roadways.

Access for vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists along roads within the proposed project
area would be maintained throughout the construction period. Access to all adjacent
properties would be maintained throughout the construction period as well. In addition,
no detours would be required during construction for vehicular traffic. Because the
roadways would maintain existing capacity and no detours would be necessary during
construction, the project construction activities would not result in an increase in VMT.
Construction personnel would be required to commute to the proposed project site;
however, it is assumed that construction personnel would come from the surrounding
areas. In addition, by nature, construction personnel commute to various construction
sites for their job. Therefore, it is not anticipated that the proposed project would
increase VMT because of construction personnel trips to the project site.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 (b) provides criteria for analyzing transportation
impacts. As stated in Section 15063.3 (b)(2), transportation projects that reduce, or
have no impact on VMT should be presumed to cause a less than significant impact.
The proposed project would have no lasting impact on traffic circulation within the area.
Operations of the proposed project would be similar to existing conditions upon
completion of construction. The proposed project would not increase or decrease future
vehicle capacity or create long-term changes to traffic patterns or VMT. Upon the
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completion of proposed project construction, no changes in traffic patterns, VMT or
average daily traffic (ADT) would result from the proposed project. Impacts would be
less than significant, and no mitigation measures would be required.

c) Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)?

The proposed project would modernize the Idyllwild WWTP. The proposed project does
not involve the construction of new roadways or any improvements to existing roadways
and does not include design features such as sharp curves or dangerous intersections,
or any incompatible uses that would increase hazards along roadways above existing
conditions.

As discussed above, access to adjacent roads and properties would be maintained
throughout the construction period. Construction equipment would be confined within
the proposed project site and staging areas would not conflict with other vehicles
moving along adjacent roadways. Road closures, lane-closures, or detours would not
be required during project construction as off-site improvements are not a component of
the proposed project. There would be minimal impacts to circulation because of
construction-related workforce traffic (employee travel to and from the site), heavy
equipment delivery, and material deliveries necessary for project development, but
circulation would return to existing conditions upon the completion of the proposed
project construction. Implementation of the proposed project would not substantially
increase hazards due to geometric features or incompatible uses. No impact would
occur and no mitigation measures are required.

d) Would the project result in inadequate emergency access?

The proposed project would modernize the Idyllwild WWTP. Access to adjacent roads
and properties would be maintained during construction and no detour or temporary
lane closures would be required. Access to the project site would also be maintained
during project construction and once construction operation commences. Furthermore,
local law enforcement, fire departments, and emergency service providers would be
notified of the construction period of the proposed project by the City of Idyllwild. Thus,
implementation of the proposed project would not result in inadequate emergency
access. No impact would occur, and no mitigation measures are required.

4.7.3 References

County of Riverside Transportation Department. 2021. County of Riverside Online Road
Book. Online: https://trans.rctima.org/county-maintained-road-book. Accessed:
December 1, 2023.
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4.8 Tribal Cultural Resources

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal
cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site,
feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and
scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native
American tribe, and that is:

Issues Determination
a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Less Than Significant
Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical with Mitigation

resources as defined in Public Resources Code section Incorporated
5020.1(k), or
b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its Less Than Significant
discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be with Mitigation
significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) | Incorporated
of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying
the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native
American tribe.

Information in this section is summarized from the Cultural Resource Services report for
the Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Improvement Project (Duke Cultural
Resources Management, LLC [DUKE CRM], 2024). This study was prepared in
compliance with CEQA and the National Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966. Some
information from this study is considered confidential under the California Public
Resources Code (PRC) and the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) in compliance to
the Freedom of Information Act and the California Public Records Act in order to protect
the integrity of tribal cultural resources, and thus, would not be available to the public (7
PRC 21082.3 and 36 CFR 800.11). Information in this section is also based on AB 52
Letters that were sent out to Tribal representatives that have interest in the project.

4.8.1 Setting

A tribal cultural resource (TCR) is defined as a site, feature, place, cultural landscape,
or sacred place or object that has cultural value to California Native American tribes. To
be considered a TCR, the resource must be included in or determined eligible for
inclusion in the CRHR or is in included in a local register of historical resources.
Pursuant to Public Resource Code (PRC) §2107, a TCR is defined as either:

1) A site, feature, place, cultural landscape, sacred place, or object that has cultural
value to California Native American Tribes that is included or determined to be
eligible for inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources (California
Register) or a local register of historical resources.
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2) Aresource determined by the lead agency to be significant and is supported by
substantial evidence.

3) A geographically defined cultural landscape that meets the criteria set forth in
PRC §21074.

4) A historical resource described in PRC §21084.1, a unique archeological
resource or “nonunique archaeological resource” described in PRC §21083.2 (g)
and (h).

The CEQA Guidelines state that California Native American tribes traditionally and
culturally affiliated with a geographic area may have expertise concerning their TCRs.
Lead agencies shall consult with these tribes who respond in writing and requests the
consultation within 30 days of receipt of the formal notification of the project (PRC
§21080.3.1). Traditionally and culturally affiliated tribes of a project area may suggest
mitigation measures, including, but not limited to, those recommended in §21084.3.

4.8.1.1 Assembly Bill (AB) 52 Consultation

Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52) went into effect on July 1, 2015, and established a
consultation process with all California Native American Tribes on the Native American
Heritage Commission (NAHC) List for federal and non-federal tribes (13.5 PRC §§
21073, 21074, 21083.3, 21084). Once the tribe is notified of a project, the tribe has 30
days to request a consultation. The consultation process ends when either the parties
agree to mitigation measures or avoid a significant effect on tribal cultural resources or
a party, acting in good faith and after reasonable effect, concludes that mutual
agreement cannot be reached.

On January 29, 2024, a Sacred Land File (SLF) and Tribal Consultation List Request
was submitted to the NAHC. On February 22, 2024, the NAHC responded that the SLF
search was negative and provided a Tribal Consultation List for the project region. Each
of the tribes listed were sent an AB 52 Noatification letter on March 13, 2024. All letters
were sent via certified return receipt, and 2 Return Receipts were received back.
Responses were given from the Cahuilla Band of Indians and the Rincon Band of
Luiseno Indians.

4.8.1.1.1 The Cahuilla Band of Indians

The Cahuilla Band of Indians responded via email on March 21, 2024 indicating that the
project is directly within Cahuilla traditional land use. In their response they requested
the commencement of formal AB-52 consultation. IWD met with the Cahuilla Band of
Indians representative (Lorrie Gregory) on April 22, 2024 to discuss the project. At the
meeting, IWD and Cahuilla agreed on tribal monitoring during earth moving activities of
original ground (natural/non-fill soils) through the duration of construction activities.
Cahuilla officially closed consultation on April 30, 2024 with a request for a follow up in
early June to coordinate an informal visit to the project area.
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4.8.1.1.2 The Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians

The Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians responded via email on April 21, 2024 indicating
that the project is not located within their Area of Historic Interest (AHI) and that they
had no further information to provide. No concerns or requests for consultation resulted
from this outreach.

4.8.1.2 Record Searches and Field Survey

On December 12, 2023, a records search was conducted at the Eastern Information
Center (EIC). The EIC is part of the California Historical Resources Information System
(CHRIS) and is located at the University of California, Riverside. The records search
included a review of all recorded cultural resources and reports within a 1/2 -mile radius
of the project site. Review of the EIC data indicates that one (1) cultural resource has
been previously identified within the project area. This resource, P-33-014267, is the
campus of the Idyllwild Music School. An additional 15 cultural resources (six of which
are pre-contact age) have been recorded within the “2-mile search radius.

In addition, the California Built Environmental Resources Directory (BERD) was
examined. The BERD includes the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP),
California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), California Historic Landmarks
(CHL), and California Points of Historic Interest (CPHI). The BERD did not identify any
cultural resources within the project area.

A site visit was completed on January 5, 2024, and no cultural resources were observed
onsite. A boulder outcrop was observed near the southeast corner of the project site.
The majority of the boulders are outside of the project site boundary, and no milling
features were observed on the boulders within the project site boundary. The surfaces
of the majority of the boulders were partially or totally obscured by moss.

4.8.2 Discussion

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as
defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)?

Review of the EIC data indicated that one built environment cultural resource has been
previously identified within the project area. This resource, P-33-014267, is the campus
of the Idyllwild Arts Academy high school.

There were also an additional 15 cultural resources that were identified within a 1/2 -
mile of the project, of which six were pre-contact age. A SLF and Tribal Consultation
List Request was submitted to the NAHC on January 29, 2024. A site visit was
completed on January 5, 2024, and no pre-contact cultural resources were observed.
On February 22, 2024, the NAHC responded that the SLF search was negative and
provided a Tribal Consultation List for the project region. Each of these tribes were sent
an AB-52 Notification letter on March 13, 2024. As described above, two Native
American Tribes responded, with the Cahuilla Band of Indians requesting formal
consultation with IWD due to the potential sensitivity of the project area. IWD and
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Cahuilla met and agreed on monitoring during project construction activities associated
with native (non-fill) soil. The Cahuilla officially closed AB-52 consultation with
agreement to include monitoring mitigation during project construction ground disturbing
activities associated with original ground (natural/non-fill soils). Implementation of
Mitigation Measure TCR-1 would reduce potential impacts to tribal cultural resources
during construction. If tribal cultural resources are discovered during ground-disturbing
activities, Mitigation Measure CUL-1 would be implemented. With the implementation
of Mitigation Measure TCR-1 and Mitigation Measure CUL-1, impacts would be fess
than significant with mitigation incorporated.

Impacts regarding cultural resources can be found in Section 4.3, Cultural Resources,
of this IS/MND.

MITIGATION MEASURES
Implement Mitigation Measure CUL-1, as described in Section 4.3, Cultural
Resources, of this document and Mitigation Measure TCR-1, described below.

TCR-1: A member of the Cahuilla Band of Indians shall be present, as a monitor during
all earthmoving activities on original ground (natural/non-fill soils) during project
construction activities. If artifacts are found during such activities, implementation of
Mitigation Measure CUL-1 shall occur to ensure that such resources are protected as
applicable.

b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code
Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision
(c) of Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency
shall consider the significance of the resource to a California
Native American tribe.

As mentioned above, a SLF and Tribal Consultation List Request was submitted to the
NAHC on January 29, 2024, On February 22, 2024, the NAHC responded that the SLF
search was negative and provided a Tribal Consultation List for the project region. Each
of these tribes were sent an AB-52 Notification letter on March 13, 2024. As described
above, two Native American Tribes responded, with the Cahuilla Band of Indians
requesting formal consultation with IWD. IWD and Cahuilla met and agreed on
monitoring during project construction activities associated with native (non-fill) soil. The
Cahuilla officially closed AB-52 consultation with agreement to include Mitigation
Measure TRC-1 implemented as part of the project.

In the event that any human remains, or any associated funerary objects are
encountered during construction, all work would cease within the vicinity of the
discovery, as identified in Mitigation Measure CUL-1, as described in Section 4.3,
Cultural Resources. In accordance with CEQA (Section 1064.5) and the California
Health and Safety Code (Section 7050.5), the county coroner would be contacted
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immediately. If the human remains are determined to be Native American, the coroner
would notify the Native American Heritage Commission, who would notify and appoint a
Most Likely Descendent (MLD). The MLD would work with a qualified archaeologist to
decide the proper treatment of the human remains and any associated funerary objects.
Thus, with implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-1 and TRC-1, impacts would
be less than significant with mitigation incorporated.

MITIGATION MEASURES
Implement Mitigation Measure TRC-1, identified above, and Mitigation Measure
CUL-1, as described in Section 4.3, Cultural Resources, of this document.

4.8.3 References
Duke Cultural Resources Management (CRM). 2024. Cultural Resource Services for

the Idyllwild Wastewater Treatment Plan, City of Idyliwild, County of Riverside,
California. Prepared: January 2024.
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# Dewberry

4.9 Wildfire

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard
severity zones, would the project:

Issues Determination

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response Less Than Significant
plan or emergency evacuation plan? Impact

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, Less Than Significant
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project Impact

occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

c) Require the installation or maintenance of associated Less Than Significant
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency Impact
water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or
ongoing impacts to the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant risks, including | Less Than Significant
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a Impact
result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes?

4.9.1 Setting

The proposed project is located in the town of Idyllwild, an unincorporated community
located in the San Jacinto Mountains, about 45 miles west of Palm Springs in Riverside
County. Together with Pine Cove and Fern Valley, it is a part of the Idyllwild/Pine Cove
Census Designated Place and covers an area of 13.73 square miles. According to the
Riverside Extended Mountain Area Plan (REMAP), which includes the proposed project
site, the rural and mountainous nature of the plan area as well as the local flora, much
of REMAP is subject to wildfire susceptibility at very high and high levels (Riverside
County, 2021a). This threat is present in both natural environments and built
communities.

According to the Riverside County General Plan Safety Element, fire protection in
unincorporated Riverside County is provided by the Riverside County Fire Department
and California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) (Riverside
County, 2021b). Riverside County contracts with CAL FIRE to provide fire protection
and rescue services in the unincorporated areas of the county. The Riverside County
Fire Department and CAL FIRE participate in a Cooperative Fire Response Agreement,
where fire agencies have agreed to automatically support each other on incidents using
the closest available resource. The Idyllwild Fire Protection District also provides
firefighting rescue, emergency medical services, and ambulance transport services for
the unincorporated communities of Idyliwild and Fern Valley (Riverside County, 2021b).
The closest fire station to the project site is the Idyllwild Volunteer Fire Company
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(Idyllwild Fire Protection District) station 621, located at 54160 Maranatha Drive,
approximately 2.5 miles northeast of the project site.

According to the CAL FIRE, Fire Hazard Severity Zones Map, the project site is located
in a Very High Severity Zone in State Responsibility Area (SRA) (CAL FIRE, 2023).
Topography in the project area is generally flat within the limits of the project site and
slopes moderately to the west in the rest of the project area. The topography in
surrounding areas is characterized by steep, mountainous terrain. The project area
includes substantial developed area, consisting of the WWTP and the paved access
road, and also includes tree cover. Vegetation within the project area consists primarily
of mixed native and invasive grasses, manzanita, blackberry vines, and coniferous
trees.

a) Would the project substantially impair an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Operations would be similar to existing conditions upon construction completion. The
proposed project would not increase capacity along any of the adjacent roadways or
induce changes in the surrounding land uses that could increase traffic and congestion.
Operation of the proposed project would not require temporary lane closures of serving
roads nor require road detours. Thus, operation of the proposed project would not
substantially impair local emergency response plans or emergency evacuation plans.

A private roadway currently exists off of Apela Drive and provides access to the Idyllwild
WWTP, which construction workers would use to access the project site. In addition,
this private roadway would be used for proposed project activities such as construction
equipment movement, and the hauling of construction material and debris to and from
the project site. Access along roads adjacent and in the vicinity of the project area
would be maintained throughout the construction period and there would be no conflict
with adjacent land uses.

Construction equipment would be confined within the project site and staging areas
would not conflict with other vehicles moving along adjacent roadways. Road closures,
lane-closures, or detours would not be required during project construction as off-site
improvements are not a component of the proposed project. There would be minimal
impacts to circulation as a result of construction-related workforce traffic (employee
travel to and from the site), heavy equipment delivery, and material deliveries necessary
for project development, but circulation would return to existing conditions upon the
construction completion. Furthermore, local law enforcement, fire departments, and
emergency service providers would be notified of the construction period of the
proposed project by the construction contractor. Thus, the proposed project would not
impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan during
operation and construction. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation
measures are required.
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b) Would the project due to slope, prevailing winds, and other
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

The proposed project site's slope, prevailing winds, or other factors that exacerbate
wildfire risks and expose the project site and surrounding areas to pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of wildfire would be similar to
existing conditions upon completion of construction.

Construction activities involving vehicles, heavy machinery, and personnel smoking at
the proposed project site could result in the ignition of a fire. During construction, heavy
equipment and passenger vehicles driving on vegetated areas prior to clearing and
grading could increase the risk of fire. For example, heated mufflers and the use of
chainsaws could potentially cause sparks or improper disposal of cigarettes could ignite
surrounding vegetation. The new diesel generator and fuel would be housed in the
existing structure that houses the existing generator. Proposed project coordination
with the County would reduce the potential for construction activities and project
components to exacerbate wildfire risks and thereby expose project occupants to
pollutant concentrations (e.g., fuels and hazardous materials would not be stored on
site, inspect and maintain vehicles and equipment to prevent the dripping of oil or other
fluids). Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required.

c) Would the project require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks,
emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that
may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or
ongoing impacts to the environment?

The proposed project site already includes existing utilities, including overhead electrical
and underground water and gas lines. The proposed project would not require the
installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure that may exacerbate fire risk or
that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment beyond what
already exists. The proposed project does not require relocating existing utilities within
the project site. Existing utilities would remain in service throughout the duration of
construction activities. Impacts in this regard would be less than significant and no
mitigation measures are required.

d) Would the project expose people or structures to significant
risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or
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landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or
drainage changes?

The proposed project would modernize the Idyllwild WWTP to meet existing and future
discharge requirements for the community. Operations would be similar to existing
conditions upon construction completion. The proposed project would not increase
stormwater runoff or result in drainage pattern changes, that would ultimately expose
people or structures to significant risks as a result of runoff, post-fire instability, or
drainage change.

The new bioreactors and electrical building would be constructed in undeveloped areas
on the project site; the remainder of the upgrades would be additions or modifications to
existing equipment. Since the project area is already developed, with the existing
WWTP and the paved access road, and consists of relatively flat topography, any
increase in impervious surface as a result of the proposed project would be negligible in
association with drainage changes. In addition, the tree removal required for
implementation of the proposed project would be negligible in changing surface
drainage patterns due to the limited size of the project area and because the project
area is in a developed area with compacted and disturbed soils. During construction,
workers would be present on site; however, this increase in workers would be
temporary in nature. The risks associated with runoff, slope instability, and drainage
changes within the proposed project site during construction would be similar to existing
conditions. Thus, the project would not expose people or structures to significant risks,
including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire
slope stability, or drainage changes, above and beyond existing conditions. Impacts
would be less than significant and no mitigation measures are required.

4.9.2 References

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE). 2022. Fire Hazard
Severity Zone Viewer. Online: https://eqgis.fire.ca.gov/FHSZ/. Accessed: January
20, 2024.

Riverside Extended Mountain Area Plan (REMAP). 2021a. Online:
https://planning.rctima.org/sites/a/files/aldnop4 16/files/migrated/Portals-14-
genplan-GPA-2022-Compiled-REMAP-4-2022-rev.pdf. Accessed: January 20,
2024.

Riverside County General Plan — Safety Element. 2021b. Online: https://planning.rctima
.ora/sites/g/files/aldnop416/files/migrated/Portals-14-genplan-2021-elements-
Ch06-Safety-092821.pdf. Accessed: January 20, 2024.
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4.10 Mandatory Findings of Significance

Issues Determination

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially Less Than Significant
degrade the quality of the environment, substantially with Mitigation
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a Incorporated

fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community,
substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a
rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California history or

prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually Less Than Significant
limited, but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively with Mitigation
considerable" means that the incremental effects of a Incorporated

project are considerable when viewed in connection with
the effects of past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will Less Than Significant
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, with Mitigation
either directly or indirectly? Incorporated

4.10.1 Setting

Per CEQA regulations and guidelines, the Lead Agency must summarize the findings of
significance from earlier sections and must consider potential cumulatively considerable
effects for environmental impact reports (EIRs) and in the discussion section below.
Even though this environmental document is an IS/MND and not an EIR, the potential
for cumulatively considerable effects are analyzed below.

4.10.2 Discussion

a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a
fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop
below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of California history or
prehistory?

The information in Section 4.2, Biological Resources, of this IS/IMND analyzes the
potential effects of the proposed project on biological resources, including habitats,
special-status plant species, and special-status wildlife species. The project was
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determined to not have suitable habitat for special-status wildlife species and therefore
project implementation would have no impact on such biological resources. The Jeffery
pine forest and woodland community located on and around the project site has the
potential to be occupied by 23 special-status plant species. However, implementation of
Mitigation Measure BIO-2 requiring a focused special-status plant survey during
normal blooming periods for the target species prior to commencement of construction
activities would reduce impacts to a less than significant level. The project will not
directly impact nesting birds as all trees within the impact area will be removed during
the non-nesting bird season (September 1-January 31). However, noise and other
disturbance caused by construction activities could indirectly impact nearby nesting
birds. Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 would require a nesting bird survey
prior to commencement of construction activities occurring between February 1 to
August 31 and installation of a buffer if nests are discovered, thereby reducing impacts
to nesting birds to a level that is less than significant. The information in Section 4.3,
Cultural Resources, and Section 4.8, Tribal Cultural Resources, of this IS/MND analyze
possible proposed project effects on cultural and tribal cultural resources including the
possibility of human remains. Section 4.4, Cultural Resources, and Section 4.14, Tribal
Cultural Resources, determined that impacts would be less than significant with the
incorporation of mitigation measures (Mitigation Measure CUL-1).

MITIGATION MEASURES
Implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 and BIO-2, and CUL-1, as described in
the IS/IMND sections above.

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable?

This IS/MND identified impacts in the areas of biological resources, cultural resources,
and tribal cultural resources that individually are limited and require mitigation to ensure
that the impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level both incrementally and
cumulatively. Each resource within this IS/MND evaluates the proposed project impacts
and mitigates the impacts to less than significant. The proposed project approval is
conditioned upon implementation of these mitigation measures and BMPs that avoid
incremental effects. Therefore, with mitigation incorporation, cumulative impacts are
less than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURES
Refer to Mitigation Measures BlO-1 and BIO-2, and CUL-1, as described in the
IS/IMND sections above.
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c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause
substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or
indirectly?

The new bioreactors and electrical building would be constructed in undeveloped areas
on the project site; the remainder of the upgrades would be additions or modifications to
existing equipment. The proposed project would be designed to current federal, State,
and local structural standards and building codes. The proposed project would not
cause substantial adverse effects on human beings. This IS/MND has identified
potential impacts in the areas of biological resources, cultural resources and tribal
cultural resources that individually are limited and require mitigation to ensure that the
impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level both incrementally and
cumulatively. Each resource within this IS/MND evaluates the proposed project impacts
and mitigates the impacts to less than significant levels. The proposed project approval
is conditioned upon implementation of these mitigation measures and BMPs that avoid
incremental effects. Therefore, with mitigation incorporation, cumulative impacts are
less than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURES
Refer to Mitigation Measures BIO-1 and BIO-2, and CUL-1, as described in the
IS/MND sections above.
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5. List of Preparers and Reviewers

This Draft IS/MND was prepared by Dewberry in cooperation with the other members of
the environmental study team. Dewberry was responsible for project management and
Draft IS/MND preparation. The Draft IS/MND technical team and other environmental
study team members provided technical expertise, as presented below.

Idyllwild Water District (CEQA Lead Agency)

Interim General Manager Curt Sauer

SUSP Engineering

Senior Engineer, Resource Development Unit Nathan Thomas

Duke Cultural Resource Management

Archaeologist/Field Director Alex Bulato

Dewberry

Environmental Project Manager Christa Redd
semorEnwronmenta|sc.enust : ChnSGraham
SemorB|o|og|st]EnV|ronmenta|Sc|ent|5tJeffBray
Enwronmenta[sc.ennstG|anna(;amme[|o

Graphics/GIS Specialist Isabella Ciraulo
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Appendix C: CalEEMod Air
Quality/Greenhouse Gas Output

@ Dewberry* List of Preparers and Reviewers 71
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